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Ap Chau villagers were Christians.
This Is unique among fishing communities in Hong Kong.

Despite being a small rural community with only a few decades of
history, Ap Chau Village has a surprisingly vibrant heritage and an
abundance of interesting local stories.

The earliest settlers on the island were a Hakka clan named Wu, from
Kat O. When they left, some fishermen living in coastal areas began
putting up rudimentary huts on Ap Chau. In the 1940s and 1950s, the
number of fishing boats anchored at the island continued to grow. By
1955, more than 600 fishermen called Ap Chau home.

In the early 1960s, the government launched a project to develop a
fishermen's village, comprising four two-storey buildings. It provided
accommodation for quite a few fishing families. However, the fishing
industry subsequently declined, as villagers migrated to Britain to
find new livelihoods in the 1960s. Most of these families now live in
the British cities of MNewcastle, Sunderland, Edinburg and Elgin.
Those who remain in Hong Kong have almost all moved to the city.
Today, Ap Chau has a very small population of permanent residents.
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Ap Chau is an island in the marine region of the Morth East New
Territories. Only 0.04 km? in area, it is Hong Kong's smallest
inhabited outlying island. Viewed from the northwest, it bears a
striking resemblance to a duck sitting on water, which is the
reason for its Chinese name “Duck Island”. Ap Chau is a
geologically unique destination. The whole island is composed of
reddish-brown breccia, which is rare in Hong Kong. The “Duck’s
Eye" sea arch is a famous natural wonder in the Hong Kong
countryside and a very popular geopark attraction.

Ap Chau is a stone’s throw from Kat O — just 15 minutes by boat.
Same-day island hopping is a favourite choice for many visitors.
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Ap Chau fishermen used mainly the purse seining or sok kwu technique.

Lamps were placed alongside the boats at night to attract fish. A large net

“seine” was cast from a small boat to enclose the shoal. This fishing
method yielded large catches, but it required the coordinated efforts of

several people and boats, so it was suitable for large fishing families.
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Water storage tank on the hilllop
behind Fishermen's Village

History of Community
Development
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Ap Chau children in front of the church [1965)
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In 1953, the church was loaned to the Fish Marketing
Organization to set up Fishermen's Children Primary School.
A new school house with two classrooms and a playground
was built next to church in 1956. Only P.1 to P.3 classes were
offered in the beginning, providing education to 68 pupils.
Few children in the fishing community went to school before
Fishermen's Children Primary School was a
game-changer for the fishing community, giving villagers the

Ap Chau was a deserted island until the 1920s. Attracted
by the abundant marine resources in the area, many
fishermen operated in the surrounding waters. Although
small, Ap Chau offered a sheltered bay that provided an
ideal safe haven. It also offered a vast beach for drying
fish and repairing fishing nets and boats. An increasing
number of fishing boats berthed at the island, and they
gradually developed a community of seafarers.

o5 g
- —
TSN EE R =40 eh
The Three Development Phases of Ap Chau

- N O O O O EN BN N O B B B N O W N N E  E a B N  E E E aE EE E

Missionaries began preaching the Christian
faith in Sha Tau Kok in past decades. In 1952,
Christians joined efforts to build a timber
church on Ap Chau to provide a meeting place
for Christians from nearby rural communities.
Villagers met there every evening before
setting sail in their fishing boats. A common
faith and regular meetings helped promote
solidarity and harmony, and Ap Chau became
a strong and cohesive community.
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chance to build better lives. From the 1960s to the 1980s,

many islanders migrated overseas, and the number of pupils
dropped significantly. The school was closed in 1988.
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School house and playground of Ap Chau
Fishermen's Children Primary School
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Freshwater sources are scarce on Ap Chau. In the early years,
villagers collected water from gullies, but it was not sufficient for their
daily needs. They had to sail to So Lo Pun in their scull boats to fetch
water from hill streams or to Kat O to fetch water from wells. This was
very time consuming. Only in 1960 did things improve when CARE
International funded a water-supply project. With the assistance of
the British Royal Navy, a submerged water pipeline over 3,000m long
was laid to convey stream water from So Lo Pun to Ap Chau, thus
finally overcoming the island’s water supply problem.
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The breccia on Ap Chau is locally rare sedimentary rock with limited
distribution only at Ap Chau, Chek Kok Tau of Kat O and some nearby islets.
Ap Chau was an elongated basin many millennia ago. The surrounding sheer
cliffs collapsed from time to time, sending masses of fragmented rock into
the basin, resulting in sedimentation. Following ages of geochemical
processes, the deposits consolidated into hard rock. The breccia on Ap
Chau mainly consists of volcanic rock detritus. Given its rich iron content,

the detritus turned red when the iron was oxidised in a hot arid climate. This /

hue was preserved when it eventually became sedimentary rock “breccia”.
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sea arches and other spectacular wave-cut landforms.

PR AR F 8t The “Duck’s Eye” Sea Arch

EEERNRINUEESEREEER - & LREASHRMHE - {Eﬁiﬂ

MANOERS  BRNSKTHERS LNES  £F R AMAEASEME - Si0E -

Surrounded by the sea, Ap Chau is exposed to persistent wind, wave and seawater erosion. The
rock on the island has been carved into an array of sea notches, sea cliffs, wave-cut platforms,
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Wave erosion progressed more quickly in the loose and more vulnerable parts of the

rock, where the first notches appeared. As the erosion continued, suspended rock above

the notches collapsed, forming sea cliffs. Notches at each end of the island extended to

the centre and eventually cut right through the island to form a sea arch. Duck’s Eye is
,'\ e one of the very few sea arch in Hong Kong you can walk through. It is a
[ , . famous natural wonder of the Hong Kong countryside.
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e Sea notches occur mainly near the high-tide line in the tidal zone on
d the bedrock coast. Persistent wave erosion cut into the exposed
= rock and eventually troughs were formed, called sea notches.

When the rock above a sea notch collapsed due to poor base
support, a sea cliff emerged.
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As the erosion process continued, the sea notch progressed

in depth, causing the sea cliff to recede. A broad platform
appeared in the intertidal zone, called a wave-cut platform.
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The Ap Chau Story Room, convertad from the old Ap Chau Fishermen's Children
Primary School, opened in April 2018. The displays in the story room are centred
around the fishing heritage, history and stories of the island, while providing basic
information and geological knowledge about Hong Kong Geopark.
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It takes only about five minutes to reach this
lookout 28m above sea level (equivalent to 10
storeys), which provides vistas of Double
Haven, Sha Tau Kok and Yantian, Shenzhen.
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This sea arch is located at the duck's head in ‘“i‘é{ _ —
the northwest corner of the island. it is a1 S " e e e e e e
approximately 17m long, 10m high and o i
5-8m thick. The name Duck's Eye refers to
its position in the head of this duck-shaped
island. It is one of the very few sea arches
you can walk across in Hong Kong, and is a
very popular gec-attraction.
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The southeast part of the island is the ideal place to .
appreciate sea cliffs. -

.Fracture Zone (Duck’s Neck)
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