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" :' FBIEMNESLRRIE - thEEBNEE 2 - L EER - e Sharp Island is a place of great natural beauty and diverse geoheritage.
) J AEMRENISENRE  E5 8 ENEESEMNMH Just 15 minutes away from Sai Kung town by boeat, it is one of Hong Kong
Geopark’s most popular geotour destinations.
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Guidelines for visiting Hong Kong Geopark
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Respect the geopark communities and their heritage

variety of coastal erosion depositional landforms. H ig h I s I a n d S u p e rv olc a n o
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Camp only at designated sites
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Note the safety waming signs at geopark attractions
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Stay alert to weather and environmental changes
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eruptions in the distant past, but geological studies revealed that the island - - - - - - - - - -~ — .
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was part of an ancient supervolcano, which was active some 143 million N PR B B @
years ago. The great volcano measured over 20 km across at the base. It Don't wander off the recommended sightseeing routes,
or land on islands and coasts without visitor facilities

e naﬁ n Vent erupted from time to time for millions of years, producing a huge massof -~~~ ~~~——~——~— =~ = = — = — =

*Ill EE P roclast s volcanic ash and lava, which formed the hills and islands we see in and tI2SEEE - BIREEEEE @
y o e R ‘ : v . N £ Don't hike near cliffs in order to prevent injuries from rock falls

around Sai Kung today. Given its enormous eruption volume, it is classifed 7

as a supervolcano. IDERATE « LWEIOERE - 2£850

Don't climb on outcrops, slopes or rocky coasts
Several types of igneous rock crop out on Sharp Island, including volcanic In‘order to prevent accidents

rocks formed from volcanic clasts, ash, lava, and intrusive rock, formed from
the crystallization of subterraneous magma.
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Volcanoes collapse during the late eruption stage, causing the formation of faults or fractures
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two other types of feldspar.
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Rhyolite is a volcanic rock formed from cooled lava. Extruded at relatively low
temperature, this silica rich lava is viscous and has a short flow range, so it is
commonly found near volcanic craters. The most distinctive feature of rhyolite is the
flow banding caused by friction of the viscous magma as it was flowing.
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The quartz monzonite boulders on the coast are submerged in cold water at high tide and exposed to intense sunlight at low
tide. Thermal expansion and contraction have caused network fractures on the rock surface, and seawater erosion has

deepened and enlarged the cracks. Since they resemble Hong Kong’s signature “pineapple buns”, these boulders are
nicknamed “Pineapple Bun Rock”.
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Life of the “Pineapple Bun Rock”
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The cracks continued to deepen and expand until
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to strong sunlight and icy seawater,
resulting in intense thermal expansion and
contraction, which gave rise to a network of
fractures on the surface.

The surface cracks expanded and deepened
as the seawater erosion continued. These
boulders look just like Hong Kong’s signature

“pineapple bun”.

Many rounded boulders, which evolved from weathered
rock, have cracks on their surface.
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Tide table
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According to the survey findings of the AFCD’s annual Hong Kong Reef Cheak,
high in the east, south (west) and north parts of Sharp Island, where diverse
occur. These regions support stony corals and some vulnerable species, such as
Pavona sp. Hosting a wide range of marine life, coral reefs are essential for prese
biodiversity and fishery resources. They also mitigate adverse wave action on
acting as a natural cofferdam to absorb the impact. They play an important role in

e00e TEREE lives and property on land.
No-anchoring Area
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Coral Marker Buoy

To protect these precious coral communities, the AFCD has demarcated No
BYE waters on the east and west sides of Sharp Island. Vessel operators are rem ded
Coral Area these areas to avoid causing harm to the coral reefs. Coral-friendly su
recommended for swimmers and divers to minimise the risk of chemical
lead to coral bleaching and even the death of the colony.
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Pier * I'u ﬁ ﬁg . The best time to visit is when
VOlcanIC bl‘ECCIa the tide height is below 1.4m ( %3iE1 Method1 )

NESEEFERAERATHEEM  Take the kaito ferry for Sharp Island at Sai Kung Pier
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Sailing time is 15 minutes
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How to ( #%E2Method2 )
‘JEt there R EEEFRLEHEA/EMPI®  Take the kaito ferry for Hap Mun Bay at Sai Kung Pier
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Sailing time is 20 minutes
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Tide information published
4 by the Observatory

708 B 3 B i M sand Spits and Tombolo 3 Beach
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Wind and the longshore current
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Wind and waves meet and offset
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Beaches are common coastal deposition landforms in Hong Kong.
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KBEAER ARG EER IR L R Most beaches are composed of remnant mineral crystals from
Sharp IsBnd's temboloil ieal ol ] weathered rock, like quartz or feldspar, as well as varied contents of
| an?:i:‘grri aRbosutazr'?ngrjr?] 0?1“; i(t) 3;: %%F:gﬁ‘rgr%ﬁ: 4 e?)%%?tli cr’?]ngf v marine bioclasts, like seashells and corals that accumulate along the
sand and gravel, transported by wind and waves. It links the 3 P S bay.
island with a nearby islet, called Kiu Tau. The tombolo lies just l‘“,\F BRI - I EIES

above the mean sea level and is exposed only during low tide. To
see this unusual geo-attraction, check the tidal information
published by the Hong Kong Observatory before your trip. The
best time to visit is when the tide height is below 1.4m.
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the sand spits on each sides continue to . - ; - s
extend until they join. Enjoy Hiking - Hiker Tracking Service —\J
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