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Itoigawa Geopark

(=& @ Ichiburi Area ~Jade, Fossils, and Matsuo Basho’s Post Town
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The Ichiburi District lies at the

. western side of the Oyashirazu cliffs,
; . —— which were the most dangerous
HEE DR i 2 % section of the old Hokuriku Road.
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Kaido Pine Tree Sekisho Hackberry Tree Thus it flourished as an important post

town full of inns and taverns. Today,
landmarks such as the Kaido Pine
Tree and Ichiburi Sekisho Barrier Site
remain as reminders of a historic past.

The Sakaigawa River forms the
border with Toyama Prefecture and
contains a variety of fossils including
ammonites and bivalves.
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(4. & @ Oyashirazu Area ~Cliffs, Highways, and a Cultural Border
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Once known as ‘Tenken’ which means “Greatest Precipice under Heaven,”
these treacherous cliffs formed part of the natural border between Eastern and
Western Japan. From Community Road, you can view 4 generations of roads
including the Old Hokuriku Road, the Old National Highway, Route 8, and the
Hokuriku Expressway.

Nearby Oyashirazu Park Pier Park features a jade museum and an expansive
beach perfect for rock and jade collecting.

TEMIRH 2z nzil
Letters on the CIiff

“to no gotoku,
ya no gotoshr’
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Oyashirazu Pier Park
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(= ® & OmiCoastArea ~Jomon Culture and Jade
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The Sea of Japan spreads across the horizon while the Northern Alps
loom behind, creating the panoramic beauty of this Area. The site abounds
with parks, including the Suzawa and Oumi Seaside Parks, and the coast is
excellent for jade hunting.

The Teraji Archaeological Site is a National Historic Landmark where the
ancient Jomon people perfected their jadeworking craft. Experience the
connection between mankind and jade at this area.
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Teraji Archaeological Site Omi Coast
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500 million years ago, jade was
formed deep within the Earth. Over the
ages, this jade was forced up to the
surface, where it can be seen today.

The entire deposit was declared a
National Natural Monument in 1957 and
) e AW (g 1| O BEA pEh) in additon to jade, boulders of
Omigawa Jade Gorge (Omigawa River Jade Deposit) serpentinite and other minerals can be
found here.

LA (B EBD 7 SR & SUER BT, 4713505288 (BARE T 73—7 )
Jadeite Boulders Left: Omi Culture Hall Right: Jade Furusato Center
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Imai Area ~Stones and Strata from the Birth of the Fossa Magna
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This area’s most prominent feature, Fudotaki Falls, is Itoigawa’s
tallest waterfall at 70 meters in height. Historic sites dot the region
including the Salt Trail's western route and the Mushikawa
Sekisho Barrier.

Mudstone from the bottom of the Fossa Magna Sea was
pushed above to the surface by volcanic and tectonic

activity, shaping this area, which is rich with plant and
insect life.
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Swamp Lanterns in Suzawa
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Kenshin Shingen Jizo Statues
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Itoigawa Geopark

(o & @ ltoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line and Salt Trail (North) Area
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The Salt Trail - Utou
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At this area, visitors can see the exposed
Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line, a massive
fault splitting the Japanese Islands between
east and west.

The ancient ‘Matsumoto Highway' was
built along this fault connecting Shinshu
Province (Nagano Prefecture) with the Sea
of Japan. Also known as the “Salt Trail,”
during the Warring States Period, local
feudal lord Uesugi Kenshin famously
continued salt deliveries along this road to
his enemy Takeda Shingen, a story of duty
and obligation told to this day.

TA YT FIN—0

Fossa Magna Park
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The cool, clear waters of
the Kotakigawa River flow
around boulders of raw jade
that lie scattered about this
gorge. The view of Mt
Myojo’'s rugged limestone
face is spectacular!

With the nearby Fishing
Park and Takanami-no-ike
Pond, this area is rich with
natural beauty and majestic
scenery.

EROM  Takanami-no-ike Pond
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6__1 € (o Tsugami Shindo Area ~Connecting the Sea of Japan and the Northern Alps
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b e Rising from an elevation of 0 m at the

3@%}%530)@;& = £ B LI B - coast to nearly 3,000 m in the Northern
Tsugami Shindo Trailhead Mt. Yukikuradake and Alps, this unique mountain trail offers an

Mt. Asahidake unforgettable experience.

Boasting a wide variety of geology and
landforms, hikers along this trail can
enjoy a wealth of different alpine plants
and wildlife. Exceptionally long and steep,

this route is for experienced hikers.
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The JR Oito Line connects Itoigawa with Matsumoto City in

Nagano Prefecture. It roughly follows the ltoigawa-Shizuoka
Tectonic Line and offers fantastic views in all four seasons of the

KRB DS54 Northern Alps and the Himekawa River. This area is a must-see
Wedge Plow Clearing Snow for train enthusiasts and nature enthusiasts alike

BE 11282 K i

Crossing the Himekawa
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The Matsumoto Highway, also known as the
Salt Trail, once passed through the Nechi Valley’s
Yamaguchi District on its way south to what is now
Otari Village in Nagano. Along the road, the
remains of inns, teahouses, and stone Buddhist
statues can be seen.

The Salt Trail Museum exhibits tools and
artifacts of the bokka and ushikata porters who
carried goods along the trail. Visitors
to this area can also enjoy hiking and
other outdoor activities at Mt
Tokurayama or Shiroike Pond or
winter sports at Seaside Valley Ski -
Area. HoEERHfE Salt Trail Museum
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Itoigawa Geopark

(& G Renge Area ~Volcanic Fumaroles and Glacial Wetlands
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Renge Area is the northern gate to the Chubu Sangaku
National Park and is the site where glacial landforms were
first discovered in Japan. During the 16™ century, the famous
daimyo Uesugi Kenshin developed a zinc, lead, and silver
mine here called Renge Mine. It continued producing silver
up until the early 20" century.

Massive mountains including Mt. Asahidake, Mt.
Yukikuradake, and Niigata’s
highest peak Mt. Korenge
(2,766 m) contribute to the
breathtaking panoramic views
here. The region is also home

o~ St c to diverse alpine flora, wildlife,
@ﬁ)ﬁln’%”ﬂlﬁ0)%J and volcanic hot spring baths.
Outdoor Hot Spring Bath — Senki-no-Yu
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(=& G Miyama Park and Museums Area ~Geopark Information Center
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Miyama Park spreads across the hilltop south of ltoigawa
Station. In addition to a rich variety of sports grounds,
campgrounds, playgrounds, gardens, and other recreational
facilities, the park is also home to the Fossa Magna Museum,
the Information Center of the Itoigawa Geopark. The park
also surrounds the Chojagahara Archaeological Park and EFZyrFEBANEEELE(BRR)

Museum where visitors can learn about Itoigawa’s rich and Chojagahara Archaeological Park and
Archaeological Museum (Inside)

ancient history.

bR BRUAER A7 32—V T A

Fossil Hunting Fossa Magna Museum
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(& @ Umidani Gorge Area ~ Large Cross Section of a Submarine Volcano
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The mountains around Umidani Gorge were formed over
3 million years ago out of rock formed by underwater
volcanoes. The mountains are not exceptionally tall, but
their rugged rock faces contrasted with the clear waters of
the Umikawa River create a beautiful, pristine landscape
that changes in character with the seasons.

Enjoy hiking to the Umidani Highlands (also known as
the Kamikochi of Echigo) or climbing Mt. Komagatake from
Umidani Sankyo Park. The park features
campsites, barbecue pits, and a scenic lookout
over the gorge and Mt. Sénjogatake’s rock
face. : \
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(=& G Amakazariyama Area ~ One of Japan’s 100 Famous Mountains

J

o

L 4

PN

BINF, ERERE LCMBND RO TRARES L)
Kﬁiggé%%oﬁﬁ@&ﬁﬁhé*zwﬂ®i5&mﬁﬁ
SiE. BEILdE T VT A D LA . HARMEZE R 7=3 360 FEED
) T BELDET, ,

BILO% L, AR (5 mhoB) %, o< DL
AL TEENN,

The celebrated mountaineer and author Kyuya Fukuda
included this beautiful mountain in his book, “Japan’s 100 a g o
Famous Mountains.” From its twin peaks, said to look like cat’s #:5F. Sasadaira
ears, climbers can enjoy a 360 degree panoramic view of Mt.
Yakeyama, the Northern Alps, and the Sea of Japan.

After the climb, forget about the troubles of the city while
enjoying a long, relaxing soak in Amakazari Hot Spring’s outdoor
bath, ‘Miyakowasure-no-Yu.’

Shoi Miyakowasure-no-Yu
(M fiffE 52 ) (Amakazari Hot Spring)
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Born only about 3,000 years ago, Mt. Yakeyama is a
relatively young volcano. Volcanic ash landforms and buried
beech trees tell the story of the many eruptions and pyroclastic
BEIL Mt. Yakeyama flows producedfrom this volcano.

The region is rich with nature
and is part of the Myoko
Togakushi Renzan National Park.
Natural hot springs are equally
abundant here, so make sure to
take the opportunity to enjoy a
relaxing soak before leaving this
geopark.

o h . RITIWNEE— RS 7 A
7FDVHA Buried Beech Trees Hiuchiyamagawa River Control Dam #1
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6% & G- Benten-iwa Area ~ Maritime Culture Fostered by a Submarine Volcano
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The Benten-iwa Area was formed 1 — 3 million years ago
from volcanic material, sandstone, and mudstone which
collected at the bottom of the Fossa Magna Sea. This
rolling coastline created a perfect harbor which was used by
the ancient kitamaebune cargo ships, fostering a rich
maritime culture.

The rocky reefs along the seabed are home to a rich
variety of fish, providing excellent fishing grounds
throughout all four seasons.

Filipptt Hakusan Shrine

MR “Tottoko-iwa” Rock
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CTE % @r..m Shindosan Area ~Traditional Japanese Scenery & Submarine Volcanoes
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The triangular rice ball-shaped mountains of Shindosan
Area are formed of volcanic ash and lava ejected from
underwater volcanoes 1 million years ago. Countless
landslides have created gentle slopes perfect for terraced rice
paddies, meaning you are guaranteed beautiful rural

B LA B
BMt,Shindosan’s Stone Steps

landscapes in this area.
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Birthplace of Princess Nunakawa



v REJIRD A~y THNT 7

* i HIRE Time Itoigawa Global Geopark Photobook
2015(H27)/8 Version 1

* it Location

K JEM - X E Thoughts

CATFARY

MR 7 ~ b 583 2 Khi

BRI ST E BT, Ll
ﬁﬂ?gﬁﬁ%@w%ﬁ%<%ih\ﬁ%®?%
B S A

7. IR R RS A 5D < A P
DR S LEBERRCE ST Y 7T,

Mt. Gongendake has long been an object of
worship for the local people. It's rugged face,
scarred deeply by countless avalanches, hides
pockets of permanent snow.

Despite the ever present danger of avalanches,
the mountain also blesses the people below with
clear hot springs and abundant natural gas, used
in local homes for heating and cooking to this day.

YR RIT AR L[ BB EE WBLED T EE

Charmant Hiuchi Snow Resort Maseguchi Hot Spring Permanent Snow of Mt. Gongendake



