Global Geoparks Network Charter

A Geopark must respect local and national laws relating to the protection of geological
heritage. In order to be seen to be impartial in its management of the geological heritage,
its managing body must not participate directly in the sale of geological objects* within
the Geopark (no matter from where they are) and should actively discourage
unsustainable trade in geological materials as a whole, including shortsighted selling of
Earth heritage, minerals and fossils. Where clearly justified as a responsible activity and
as part of delivering the most effective and sustainable means of site management, it
may permit sustainable collecting of geological materials for scientific and educational
purposes from naturally renewable sites within the Geopark. Trade of geological
materials based on such a system may be tolerated in exceptional circumstances,
provided it is clearly and publicly explained, justified and monitored as the best option
for the Geopark in relation to local circumstances. Such circumstances will be subjected
to debate and approval by the GGN/EGN on a case by case basis.

*By geological objects the charter is specifically referring to specimens of rock, minerals and fossils
of a type that are commonly sold in so-called “’rock-shop.” It does not refer to material for normal
industrial and household use which is sourced by quarrying and/or mining and which will be

subjected to regulation under national and/or international legislation.
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