Key Features of the Benten-iwa Geosite
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Nou Fishing Port

@Maritime Culture Fostered by a Submarine Volcano

Benten-iwa, a distinctive stone island off the coast of Itoigawa’s Nou
Region, is a conglomeration of volcanic rock which spewed from a
submarine volcano about one million years ago. Similar volcanic activity
formed nearby Mt. Oyama and Tottoko-iwa. The rest of the land here is
from volcanic material, sandstone, and mudstone, which collected at the
bottom of the Fossa Magna Sea one to three million years ago. Stone
reefs formed by these underwater volcanos created a perfect
environment for marine life, fostering the prosperous fishing industry
here today.
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Local Events
New Year Festival and Raffle
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Marine Dream Nou

Sea of Japan Bountiful Harvest Festival
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Marine Dream Nou
Hakusan Shrine Grand Festival

, =T =
SlsEEx

Hakusan Shrine
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Seaside Carnival
Late June

RREIAYAb

Benteniwa Geosite

RREIAYAb

Benteniwa Geosite

RREIAYAb

Benteniwa Geosite

RREIAYAb

Benteniwa Geosite

Y=Y91RH==ZN\IL
SEODER YUY RU—LBEE

Marine Dream Nou

l‘\liou Sestwde Fireworks Festival
REERD S EBLEENKR (sxEvToAr
%—ZEEE BEAEAIR Benteniwa Geosite
1 Setudey n Avost| Re Sﬁv‘mm,ng Baach
Maritime Thanksgiving Festival
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Area of Itoigawa Geopark ( 746.24 km?)
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Areas of 24 Geosites.
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Nearby Geosites (From Road Station Marine Dream Nou)
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Shindosan Park (Putter Golf and Tennis Courts) 20 min
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Green Messe Nou (Golf Course) 30 min
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Yunowaki Hot Spring/Odaira Yasuragikan(Restaurant & Hot Spring) 30 min
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Charmant Hiuchi Snow Resort
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Getting to Benten-iwa Geosite

OHBECHNAHDISZS ORECFBDIES
Igz‘g(“:fg by Car Traveling by Rail
P NorIC BEUR @R
ARBET ® 109 Nearby Stations Nou Station

To Benten-iwa Rock 10 min
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To Road Station Marine Dream Nou 15 min
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15 min from ltoigawa Station
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Geopark Promotion Office
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TEL.025-552-1511 FAX.025-552-7372
URL https://geo-itoigawa.com/
E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp

Itoigawa, Niigata 941-8501
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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide
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Maritime Culture Fostered
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Itoigawa Geopark promotes the responsible conservation of
natural resources in accordance with local laws and traditions.
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In Itoigawa’s local dialect, “tottoko” means “chicken.” Looking at the
rock, you can see where it gets this name. The view of the summer sun
as it sets behind Tottoko-iwa is one of the most beautiful sunsets in
Itoigawa.
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This rock, located just off the coast, has long been worshipped as a shrine of the goddess
Ichikishimahime-no-mikoto, also known as Benzaiten, a goddess of navigation and the sea.
Just as Benzaiten guided sailors back to port, so does the lighthouse which stands on top of
this rock. This lighthouse was designated one of Japan’s Romantic Lighthouses in 2016.

When exploring this rock take a close look and you can see how it is made of rugged rocks
and cooled magma and hardened ash.
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Marine Museum Kaiyo

Mt. Oyama
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Hakusan Shrine
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Hakusan Tunnel
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Etsuzanmaru Museum Ship

Cradled against forested Mt. Oyama, Hakusan Shrine houses many cultural
treasures, some of which are on display in the recently built treasure hall. Its
forestis home to the rare himeharu cicada. The main sanctuary was builtin 1515
and is remarkable for its unique, asymmetric design. The natural spring behind
the shrine is safe to drink and is a popular source of drinking water.
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On March 16, 1963, the western slope of Kodomari collapsed, causing a
massive landslide which struck and derailed a passing passenger train. This
disaster prompted Japanese National Rail to rebuild the train line, running it
safely through tunnels in the mountains.

BFI38E) Kodomari Landslide (1963)
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The forests of Oyama are the northernmost habitat for
the beautiful himeharu cicada. For this reason, it is
protected as a National Natural Monument of Japan. The
cicada’s habitat is quite fragile, so please take care when [
visiting.
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This is one of the best places to enjoy the sunset. With
restaurants, shops, a viewing deck, museums, and
spacious recreational fields, this is the perfect place to
start or end your visit to Benten-iwa Geosite.
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Benizuwai Crab is known for its bright red shell and sweet
flavor. The deep undersea trench formed by the Fossa
Magna provides an excellent habitat for these crabs and

they are caught in large quantities here in Nou. Be sure
to try some at Crab Market Alley before you leave!




