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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide i

Key Features of the Umidani Gorge Geosite
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@Large Cross Section of a Submarine Volcano
Umidani Gorge, unspoiled in its natural beauty, was created when the oA
Areas of 24 Geosites

Umikawa River carved through a 3 million year old underwater volcano. i o . ? i o
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Although not particularly high in elevation, it never fails to impress with
rugged rock cliffs contrasted with clear, clean water and beautiful

greenery. In the autumn months, the gorge dazzles visitors with bright > = > S ok ) .
orange, red, and yellow foliage, making Umidani Gorge a perfect place Hﬂwﬁt < Z)(,@e_ﬂl};}\ In'5)
Nearby Geosites (From Umidani Sankyd Park)

to relax and commune with nature.
R L O KB E

62,

o s 10km

FRNNDA N7 () ﬁfﬁ 746.24 km*
Area of Itoigawa Geopark ( 746.24 km

O YIRIFZa—I 7L - RETRESE -~ @ 509

Fos}s&l\/%gnﬂuseum, Chojagahara Archaeological Museum @ 50min LARGE CROSS SECTION OF
OBIENE - FuE . @ 0% -

Tanimura Art Museum, Gyokusui-en Garden 40min A SUBMARINE VOLCANO
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Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line and Salt Trail (North) Geosite
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Fossa Magna Park (Exposed Fault, Pillow Lava)
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Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line and Salt Trail (South) Geosite
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Salt Trail Museum 40min
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Amakazari Foothills Shiroike-no-Mori Forest Park 50min
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The wide, flat expanse known as Umidani Highland was formed when a landslide blocked
the river, forming a large lake. The natural dam eventually collapsed and the lake emptied,
leaving an idyllic landscape often called the “Kamikachi of Echigo” in comparison to Nagano’s
famous Kamikochi, which formed in a similar way.
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Umidani Sankyo Park

SESSHNAD/\ 1 F TP
T EEEDRDIRERCI, $EAE :
T NI BMOLEB i&%ﬁ G = k) X—77  Unideni Senkyo Park
DD, F+ Y TERLDIENTEDIEFN. BEEHS
[FBNDDTFATEDOREEER S ENTEEXT,

This park is the basecamp for hiking Umidani Highland and the surrounding
mountains. The park features campsites, fire pits, and a recreational field.
The nearby viewing deck affords an outstanding view of the rock face of Mt.
Senjogatake.
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Cliff of Mt. Senjogatake
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The wall-like cliff of Mt. Senjogatake has a striped pattern. These stripes are layers of lava
and ash which flowed from an underwater volcano. After it rose to the surface, the Umikawa
River cut through the volcano exposing its internal structure. The rock face is 600m tall, but
the volcanic stratum that forms it is over 1,600m deep.
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Mt. Hachiyama (1,575 m)
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Mt. Hachiyama, or “Bowl Mountain,” gets its name from %U-l Mt. Hachiyama

its peak, which resembles an overturned bowl. It was once

a conduit where magma flowed. This magma cooled
today. Mt. Onigatsurayama

underground into porphyrite, which forms the mountain
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The trail to Umidani Highland is rugged. Please
prepare appropriate mountaineering equipment.
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Mt. Komagatake is an uplifted section of lava and ash ejected from a submarine volcano.
It forms part of the Umidani Mountains and the ridge connects to nearby Mt. Amakazariyama.
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The point where the trail crosses the Umikawa River is called
Kurikoshi. A kagowatashi, or basket ferry, once carried hikers
across, but it was washed away in a flood in 1995. Today
hikers must ford the river.
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Aforest of Japanese beech covers part of Mt. Komagatake.
These forests retain water and provide a valuable habitat for |k

diverse wildlife. Enjoy the relaxing natural environment in
Umidani.
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A curious rock shaped like a zenmai (edible fern) sits halfway
up the cliff. Locals have named it ‘Zenmai Jizo” and it is said
to watch in guard over visitors to the gorge.
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