Key Features of the Renge Geosite
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@ Volcanic Fumaroles and Glacial Wetlands

Located in the northern limits of the Chubu Sangaku National Park,
Renge Geosite is the site of the first glacial landforms discovered in
Japan. In this region of unsurpassed natural beauty, discover alpine flora
and wildlife, the towering Northern Alps, and steam bellowing from
volcanic fumaroles at the Renge Hot Springs. Explore secluded
wetlands, lakes, ancient forests, and more along the many hiking and
climbing trails.

From the Hiwa-Taira Scenic Lookout, you can see the highest
mountains of the Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark including Mt. Asahi
(2,418 m), Mt. Yukikura (2,611 m), and Niigata's highest mountain, Mt.
Korenge (2,766 m).
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Local Events
Citizen’s Cleanup Hike
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Renge Region
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Nearby Geosites (From Hiraiwa Station)
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Himekawa Gorge Geosite
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Himekawa Hot Springs 5 min
OBRRLTORLETERR 109>
Gamaharazawa Debris Flow Disaster Memorial 10 min
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Kotakigawa Jade Gorge Geosite
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Kotakigawa Jade Gorge 30 min
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Takanami-no-ike Pond (Restaurant & Rest Area) 40 min
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ISTL and the Salt Trail (North) Geosite
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Fossa Magna Park (Fault Exposure & Pillow Lava)
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Getting to Renge Geosite
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Traveling by Car Traveling by Rail
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35min from ltoigawa Station
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To Renge Hot Spring(s) 100 min
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Renge Hot Springs is closed at from Late October to Early July.

email for more information.
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T941-8501
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TEL.025-552-1511 FAX.025-552-7372
URL https://geo-itoigawa.com/
E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp

1-2-5 Ichinomiya
Itoigawa, Niigata 941-8501
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Hiraiwa Station
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3 Shuttle bus available from July through October. Contact by

Geopark Promotion Office
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Area of Itoigawa Geopark ( 746.24 km?)
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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide
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Volcanic Fumaroles and
Glacial Wetlands
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Itoigawa Geopark promotes the responsible conservation of
natural resources in accordance with local laws and traditions.
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Renge Forest Nature Trail
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Just west of Renge Hot Springs is the entrance to the Renge Forest
Nature Trail, which winds through the glacial wetlands and ancient
forests of the upper Renge Geosite. The largest of these wetlands is
called Heima-no-Taira, which means “Army Flat.” The wetlands were
created by glacial activity and are now home to an astounding variety of
alpine plants and wildlife. In recent years, many of the wetlands have
begun shrinking due to natural intrusion of sand and soil from the
surrounding mountains.

The Renge Forest Nature Trail is a 5 km long loop which takes 3 to 4
hours to walk. Light hiking gear is recommended.
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Hot Spring Baths of Renge Onsen eeoffr’u
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A 15 minute hike from Renge Onsen Lodge takes you to a
region of intense fumarolic activity. Among the steam vents
and springs are a number of hot spring baths which have
long been a popular place to relax either before or after
hiking the mountain trails of Renge. At an elevation of 1,550
m, the view of the Northern Alps make for a bath you will
never forget!
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Renge Onsen Lodge

Kijiya-no-Sato
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Shiraike Pond
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This 112,000 sq. meter pond, found at about 1,090
m above sea level, formed in a basin created by lava
flow off nearby Shirouma-Oike Volcano. It is only
about 5 m deep at its deepest, but its water is
exceptionally clear. The reflection of the mountains in

Shiraike Pond is particularly stunning.
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Shirouma-Oike Volcano
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Hot Spring Baths of Renge Onsen
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Former Smelting Sites

Shirakouchizawa Riv.
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Hiwa-Daira Lookout
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Tsugami Shindo Geosite
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#*Mining Road can be dangerous in inclement weather.
Not recommended for inexperienced hikers.

B5E

Mt. Shirouma

Tunnel Entrance
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Former Site of Renge Mine Office

Mt. Asahi
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Glacial Remains

The outdoor baths at Renge Onsen are mixed bathing.
Please pay at Renge Onsen Lodge before entering the
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baths. Outdoor Bath - Senki-no-yu
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Mountains of Renge Geosite
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Renge Mine Office (c.1920)
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Remains of Renge Mine
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The remains of Renge Mine, which operated from the Edo
Period until the Taisho Period, can still be seen today,
including the foundations of the smelters, the mine office, and
the mine tunnel entrance. Mountaineer Rev. Walter Weston,
one of the first to bring modern mountaineering to Japan,
visited Renge Mine in 1894 during his trek across the

Japanese Alps. He wrote about this visit in his book “Moun-
taineering and Exploration in the Japanese Alps.”
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The road to Shiraike Pond and Renge Hot Springs 4
winds through a couple secluded mountain
communities. The village of Kijiya was known for its
wooadworking and now houses the Kijiya-no-Sato |
Museum. The local people also serve soba noodles
and other treats at the restaurant.
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Located above the clouds at 1,500 m above sea
level, the hot spring baths of Renge Onsen have [——— "
been enjoyed for their beautiful views and relaxing
waters for centuries. Enjoy majestic panoramas of
the Northern Alps while soaking in natural hot spring
waters. Pay at Renge Onsen Lodge before using the
baths. Outdoor baths are mixed bathing.




