Key Features of the Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line and Salt Trail (South) Geosite
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®@An Ancient Road on a Fault Line

The ancient Salt Trail (Shio-no-Michi), also called
the Matsumoto Road, has been a vital trade link since
ancient times when it was used to bring ltoigawa's salt
and maritime produce to the inland provinces of Ancient
Japan. The trail formed semi-naturally, roughly following
the path of the [toigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line, and
sections of it exist as they did centuries ago. The region
is also famous for its spectacular scenery, including the
hiking trails of Mt. Tokura and Shiroike Pond.
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lioigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line and Salt Trail (South)Geosite
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Opening of Mt. Komagatake

MoEWLREE

B4 & Mt Komagalake

FBR-B0EmBI A
ISTL & Salt Trail (South) Geosite

(29
[une]
iy

o
6‘

(Eary]
[Eariy]

Opening of Mt. Amakazari
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Neighboring Geosites (From Bokkajaya Tea House)
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ISTL & Salt Trail (North) Geosite
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Fossa Magna Park (Fault Exposure, Pillow Lava) 10 min
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Amakazari Hot Springs 40 min
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Fossa Magna Museum & Chojagahara Archaeological Museum 30 min
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Hisuien Garden, Gyokusuien Garden & Tanimura Art Museum 30 min
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Access to ltoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line and Salt Trail (South) Geosite
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To Bokkajaya Tea House 3045
and Seaside Valley Ski Resort ™ 30 min
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To Salt Trail Museum 35 min

Nearby Station Nechi Station
(RRBERRNRD5155)
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7941-8501 Geopark promotion office
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FBRRAIm—NE1-25 ltoigawa, Niigata 941-8501
TEL.025-552-1511 FAX.025-552-7372
URL http://geo-itoigawa.com/ E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp
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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide
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‘ ITOIGAWA-SHIZUOKA TECTONIC LINE
AND SALT TRAIL (SOUTH) ]
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SALT TRAIL ALONG
A MAJOR FAULT
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ltoigawa Geopark promotes the responsible conservation of
natural resources in accordance with local laws and traditions.
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The Salt Trail (Matsumoto Road) Mt. Tokura
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FEWEIL Mt Tokurayama Trail
While not particularly tall, the view from the peak of this mountain is superb with panoramas of the Sea of Japan,
Noto Peninsula and the Northern Alps. The trail, suitable for beginners, is also very beautiful as it winds through
beech forests.

The Salt Trail formed along the natural depressions that run along the Itoigawa-Shizuoka
Tectonic Line. The road was cut through to connect these depressions, creating a gentle, easily
navigated route between ltoigawa and Matsumoto. Long ago, salt and other maritime products
were carried along this road to what is now Nagano Prefecture by oxen or on the back of workers
called bokka. Sections of the route remain well-preserved and the former sites of customs gates
and inns can be seen along the trail.
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Yamadera En’ nen (Otetekomai Festival) N
This pond is thought to have been formed by landslides along the fault line. Melting snow and E*U} | l -
clay cause the pond to sometimes turn white, giving its name which means “White Pond.” Since o b N E={ES|
the Edo pericd it has been used as a natural reservoir for rice fields. echig: -
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collected on the bottom of a sea over 10 million years ago. Traces of
earthquakes and volcanic rock are also visible among these layers.

Bith (LALT) shiroike Pond
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The beautiful stripes seen here were created by layers of mud and sand that .
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The Salt Trail Museum
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The Salt Trail was traveled on foot by porters called
bokka and ox-drivers called ushikata.

This small museum in a repurposed farmhouse
exhibits a large collection of their tools and clothing.
706 of these ilems are registered as National ﬁ@ﬁgﬂgﬁ'

Cultural Properties. i
’ Salt Trail Museum
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Bokkajaya Tea House & Shio-no-Michi Hot Spring
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Bokkajaya is a restaurant and information center

that acts as the base for visitors to the Salt Trail
and Mt. Tokura.

Enjoy local cuisine and handmade sobanoodles
or take a relaxing soak in the restorative waters
of the Shio-no-Michi Hot Spring, a natural onsen
bath.
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The only surviving En'nen performance in Niigata
Prefecture, the origins of this ancient festival and its
unusual, elegant dances performed by local children
are steeped in mystery.
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This winter resort offers courses for all skill levels

and features views of the Japanese Alps and the Sea
of Japan.




