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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide

Key Features of the Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line and Salt Trail (North) Geosite
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@ Salt Trail along a Major Fault

The Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line is a massive fault which splits the Japanese
Islands in two, forming the border between
Eastern and Western Japan. A section of this
faultis exposed at Fossa Magna Park.

The Matsumoto Highway, better known as the
Salt Trail, ran roughly along this fault line. It was
used for centuries until the early 1900s by
porters called bokka who carried salt and other
marine produce from lItoigawa to the inland
provinces. A particularly well preserved portion

L\C L\ 73\70

LT B 25 £5 R

o s 10km

FRNNDA N7 (Rl ﬁﬂ 746.24 km?
Area of Itoigawa Geopark ( 746.24 km

/. 28 OIFHAH
iy Areas of 24 Geosites

REFR i | Bl

Nagano / Mountain Trail

FHBBDRE B o+ vvvs51—on5)

Nearby Geosites (from Fossa Magna Park)

FR) | |—BRBEHR - IR DE (FED) I A 5~

Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line and Salt Trail (South) Geosite
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Bokkachaya Tea House (Restaurant & Gift Shop)

Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectdnic Line
and Salt Trail (North)
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Newly renovated in 2018, Fossa Magna Park is centered on an exposed
section of the Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line, a massive fault which splits
Japan in two, forming the western boundary of the Fossa Magna. The rocks
on the east (right) side of the fault are 16 million years old, while those the
west (left) side of the fault are over 400 million years old!
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Pillow Lava
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Pillow lava is formed when lava erupts from an underwater volcano in a
tube-like shape. These tubes of lava pile up, looking like a stack of pillows.

Along with the mollusc fossils found in the strata above, this pillow lava
provides proof that this area was once at the bottom of the sea.

W s FES
MIKBSOEWE  Pillow Lava Exposed by the Nechigawa River

Nl Niiza

SIE15

7B BEREE HERE P

Le
R
OB DiE wmrms)

The Salt Trail (Matsumoto Highway)
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The gentle terrain along the fault has been used as a road since
ancient times to avoid the dangerous Himekawa River below. The
Matsumoto Road, also called the Salt Trail, was a vital link between
the Sea of Japan and the inland provinces. Many old guideposts,
statues, and other remnants can still be seen today.
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Utou is the local name given to the U-shaped paths excavated
through the mountains along the Salt Trail. The utou in the Ono area
is particularly well-preserved and is a famous spot along the Salt Trail
popular with hikers.
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Discovered and named by German geolog\st Edmund Naumann in the
late 19th century, the Fossa Magna or “Great Ditch,” is a massive
geological trench which runs through the center of Japan. It formed 20
million years ago as Japan broke apart from the Asian continent and
features much newer geology than the surrounding regions
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Along the walkway in Fossa Magna Park, you can see a massive
wheel-shaped rock formation. This is actually a large, single pillow lava tube
and is among the largest such formations in Japan.
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Kanpa is alocal word for a skin disease once common among children.
People living along the Salt Trail would bring their children to this statue
to pray for protection and healing miracles.




