Key Features of the Omi Coast Geosite
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A0EEE EME— (& 17) The Largest Variety of Stones in Japan (Maybe!?)
@Prehistoric Jomon Culture on the Jade Coast

The Omi Coast is perhaps best known for the stunning variety of stones and
pebbles which can be found here, including jade. Drawn to these stones, the
prehistoric Jomon people settled along the Omi Coast at what is now the Teraji
Archaeological Site, where the 5,000 year old remains of a jade workshop have
been uncovered. The site is now preserved as an archaeological park.

The nearby Suzawa Seaside Park and Lavender Beach are popular places to
enjoy the Sea of Japan, featuring camping, barbecue, athletic facllities and more!

Omi Coast Geosite
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Omi Coast Geosite
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Nearby Geosites (From Lavender Beach)
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Road Station - Oyashirazu Pier Park 20 min
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Miyama Park & Museums Geosite
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Fossa Magna Museum & Chojagahara Archeological Museum 20 min
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Gyokusuien Garden, Tanimura Art Museum & Hisuien Garden 20 min
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Access to Omi Coast Geosite

OBBSHHDISE OHEZHIADSE
Traveling by Car Traveling by Train
AEICHS REDER ) &8

From ltoigawa IC
ERETNE
S5 7ET @159

To Suzawa Seaside Park and Omi Seasids Park 15 min

Nearby Stations Omi Station
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(BRELEDE) Information
WARAEJITHS A/ N—HfEteZE  Mitoigawa City

Geopark promotion office
1-2-5 Ichinomiya
Itoigawa,Niigata Japan 941-8501

T941-8501

FERARllH—0E1-2-5
TEL.025-552-1511 FAX.025-552-7372
URL http://geo-itoigawa.com/ E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp
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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide
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) United Nations - Itoigawa
Educational, Scientificand « UNESCO
Cultural Organization . Global Geopark
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Itoigawa Geopark promotes the responsible conservation of |
natural resources in accordance with local laws and traditions.
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The Omi Coast
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The Omi Coast stretches between the jade-producing Himekawa and Omi Rivers.
The swift currents carry jade to the coast along with a staggering variety of stones
of all shapes, colors and sizes. Naturally polished by the river currents and waves,

these stones make the Omi Coast a perfect place to study the many stones of the
ltoigawa Geopark.
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Lavender Beach
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Named for the lavender blue jade often found here, this wide pebble beach is a popular place
to enjoy the Sea of Japan and discover the many stones of the Itoigawa Geopark.
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Maikomidaira Geosite
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Omi Seaside Park
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The prehistoric Jomon village discovered here flourished over 5,000 years ago as a
jade workshop. Jade stones collected along the Omi Coast were worked into beads here
and traded far and wide. In addition to jade, stone tools, pottery, bones and other

artifacts have been unearthed at Teraji.
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Reconstructed Pit Dwelling
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Excavated Pit Dwelling

Omi Coast
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The Take-no-Karakai or “BambooFight” is a unigue centuries-old tradition in the Omi

Region.every January 15th, two teams od local men from East and West Omi paint their faces in
kabuki-style makeup and fight in a tug-of-war using two massive bamboo stalks. The winnin team
is said to be blessed with a bountiful harvest and catch that year. After the fight, the community
gathers for the “Sai-no-Kami" fire festival to dispel the bad fortune of the year.
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Suzawa Seaside Park and Omi Seaside Park
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In addition to its value as a Geosite, the Omi Coast is also a popular leisure
destination. The Suzawa Seaside Park features putter golf, playground facilities
and a skate park. Visitors to the Omi Seaside Park can enjoy camping, barbecue
facilities and more. Shops and restaurants located conveniently nearby make it a
perfect place to relax with the entire family!
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Suzawa Seaside Park and Omi Seaside Park
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Nestled against the mountains, this small spring-fed pond is a haven for local water plants
and wildlife, especially dragonflies. A study in 2016 confirmed more than 40 species at this
“Dragonfly Treasure House."
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When looking for jade, look for mostly white stones  §
with flecks of green, blue, lavender, or black. Jade is
a hard, dense stone, so it will be angular in shape,
smooth to the touch, and heavier than it looks.

Beginners may find it very difficult to find jade, so learn
more about it at the Fossa Magna Museum!




