Key Features of the Oyashirazu Area
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Meiji Period: Carving a New Road

@ Generations of Roads across a Cliff
Along the western edge of Niigata Prefecture, the Northern Japanese Alps
plunge into the Sea of Japan, creating 80 m high cliffs which stretch for over
10 kilometers. The Hokuriku Road now cuts through these cliffs, forming a
vital link between Eastern and Western Japan, but until the Meiji Period the
only way through was along the perilous seaside below. Learn the story of the
people who have challenged and tamed these cliffs over the centuries.
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Oyashirazu Pier Park
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Oyashirazu Area
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Oyashirazu Pier Park Oyashirazu Area
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Oyashirazu Community Road
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Opening of Mt. Shiratori
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Mt. Shiratori Tsugami Shindo Area

Jade Festival
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Oyashirazu Pier Park
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Sea of Japan Touisuishi and Hamatokua
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clonc Line & Salt Trail (Norn)
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Area of Itoigawa Geopark ( 746.24 km?)
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24 Areas Point of interest
Nearby Geosites (From Oyashirazu Pier Park)
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Omi Coast Area
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Suzawa Seaside Park
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Teraji Archaeological Site
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Miyama Park and Museums Area
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Fossa Magna Museum, Chqagahara Archaeological Museum
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Tanlmura Art Museum and Gyokusuien Gardens, Hisuien Gardens
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Access to Oyashirazu Area
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Traveling by Car Traveling by Rail
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From Oyashirazu IC Nearby Stations Oyashirazu Station
EORBFAETI-73T @) 550 HRIRNS109)
To Oyashirazu Pier Park 5 min 10 min from Itoigawa Station
FANI31-740-FET @) 109
To Oyashirazu Community Road 10 min
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URL https://geo-itoigawa.com/
E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp
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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide
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A Road through the Cliffs |

Changing over the Ages
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Itoigawa Geopark promotes the responsible conservation of
natural resources in accordance with local laws and traditions.
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Tenken Oyashirazu Cliffs
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National Site of Scenic Beauty
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"Parent unaware / Along this shore a child / Sleeps beside the waves /
And on the Koshiji Road / Vanishes into the foam"
In the 12th century, a defeated
general fled to this area. His wife
followed after him, but while crossing
under the cliffs a storm swept their
child out to sea and she wrote the
poem above in her sorrow, giving the
name "oyashirazu" which means
"Parent-Doesn't-Know."
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Cliffs at Oyashirazu Coast
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Oyashirazu Community Road
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This scenic footpath used to be National Route 8. In addition to commanding
a beautiful view of the sea and cliffs, the lookout shelter features a model of
the cliffs and a bronze statue of famed mountaineer Rev. Walter Weston.
Marvel at the strength and dedication of the workers who carved the four
generations of roads through these cliffs. To commemorate their efforts, this
road has been listed as one of Japan's 100 Roads and as a National Civil
Engineering Heritage Site.

ZEBORE
Many roads now cross
these cliffs

IAFED
Geomaru

rpIe<Pnlel
9 numnu * Writing on the Cliff - "To no gotoku, ya no gotoshi"

1883 (88)816) F D& RﬂﬁaﬁL%?RD‘C\ J=1=5740—RDEEE
[CHIFENFTUTzo PIDREDNIZEDN HiEEEO)otoh_ib'C\ %@ot
DICEIBLIRZIEVNDERKT. 3
BOALDEOMEDOTCERT,

These characters carved on the cliff read "To no
gotoku, ya no gotoshi" which means "Smooth as a
whetstone, straight as an arrow." They were written
in celebration of the road's completion in 1883.

WK To no gotoku, ya no gotoshi
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Ohira Pass
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Mt. Shiratori
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BEmeTy” }

Tsugami Shindo Area
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Oyashlrazu Community Road
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B Tenken Oyashirazu Cliffs
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Old Oyashirazu Brick Tunnel
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Katsuyama Castle Site
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Tenken Oyashirazu Cliffs
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Oyashirazu Pier Park
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Oyashirazu Station
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Opened in July 1988, this unique Michi-no-Eki
(Roadside Station) is built underneath the Hokuriku
Expressway. It is popular in summer for its jade
beach and in winter for local seafood delicacies
including cod soup and monkfish. The nearby
Oyashirazu Interchange is the only oversea
interchange in Japan.
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Former Site of
Katsuyama Castle
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Atop this 328 m high mountain once stood a castle built by Uesugi Kagekatsu
to watch over the Old Hokuriku Road below and the Sea of Japan. During the
Sengoku Period, signal fires were used to communicate with other castles in
the area. Legend says that Uesugi Kagekatsu and Toyotomi Hideyoshi planned
their alliance here in 1585.
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Oyashirazu Station
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This small, two-story wooden station was completed in 1912. With a gabled
roof, ceramic roof tiles and a surrounding corridor, it is an excellent example of
Japan National Railway stations from the Meiji Period.

The station is built on the limited flat land between the Northern Alps and the
Sea of Japan.
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This tunnel was completed in 1912 as part of the
old Japan National Railway Hokuriku Main Line.
Some of the bricks which line the interior walls were
made locally. The tunnel is equipped with lights and
interpretive panels and is now open to visitors along
with the Community Road above. This tunnel is
designated as a National Civil Engineering Heritage ¢
Site.
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National Register of Historic Buildings
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