Key Features of the Gongendake Geosite
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Charmant Hiuchi Snow Resort
@®@Sacred Mountain and Actively Changing Land

“Gongen” is a Japanese word which means the physical appearance of
a Buddha or Bodhisattva. The closest word in English would be “avatar.”
Due to its striking appearance, Mt. Gongendake has long been
considered a sacred mountain by the local people.

Its rugged appearance is the result of countless avalanches carving
into its rocky face. Winter in the Gongendake region can be harsh and
snowy, but the area is blessed with an abundance of hot springs, natural
gas, wild vegetables and a popular ski resort. Discover this duality of
nature’s gifts at the Gongendake Geosite.
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Tsuchinoko Expedition Team
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Maseguchi Hot Springs & Mt. Hanareyama
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Road Station -~ Marine Dream Nou

Sea’s Bounty Thanksgiving Festival
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Salmon Catching Festival
ey | BEZE) U0

BEENIEODHEDKE
Mouth of The Nou River

ARREIAYAb

Benteniwa Geosite

ARREIAYAb

Benteniwa Geosite

AgaRo
Area of Itoigawa Geopark ( 746.24 km?
— 1 OVFHA+

Areas of 24 Geosites.

Bl
Mountain Trail

FEBADR & T Buroesns)

Nearby Geosites (From Maseguchi Hot Springs)
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Green Messe Nou Golf Course & Yunowaki Hot Springs(Restaurant & Bath)
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Road Station - Marine Dream Nou (Food & Souvenirs) 30 min
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Access to Gongendake Geosite
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(15 min ride from Itoigawa Station)

%Bus service is available from Nou Station

To Maseguchi Hot Spring 20 min
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£941-8501 Geopark Promotion Office

1-2-5 Ichinomiya
EELAIIm—NE1-2-5 ltoigawa, Niigata 941-8501
TEL.025-552-1511 FAX.025-552-7372
URL http://geo-itoigawa.com/ E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp
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Mt. Gongendake - Elevation 1,104 m
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Mt. Gongendake is formed of a volcanic rock called porphyrite which rose up from deep
underground one million years ago. Because of its imposing appearance, Gongendake has
long been considered a sacred mountain.

Permanent snow halfway up the mountain was collected in the days before refrigeration to
preserve food and to treat fevers.
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Avalanche Dams and Snow Fences
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After the catastrophic Maseguchi Avalanche
in 1986, various countermeasures were

installed. Avalanche dams work by redirecting
avalanches away from the village below while

snow fences work by either weakening the )
avalanche or stopping it entirely.
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Avalanche Chutes
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Above the field of permanent snow, a number of deep, vertical channels scarring the face of
Mt. Gongendake can be seen. These are called avalanche chutes. They are a result of countless
avalanches carving away the rock of the mountain.
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Maseguchi hot spring
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The magma beneath Mt. Gongendake blesses Maseguchi District below with natural hot spring baths. The
Maseguchi Hot Springs District is a popular place to stay to enjoy relaxing baths, beautiful nature, and exquisite
local cuisine.
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Avalanche Memorial and
Mt. Gongendake
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To Central Nou and Route 8

Maseguchi Hot Springs District
Hotel Gongenso
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Avalanche Memorial
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This monument was built in 1986 as a memorial to the victims of the Maseguchi Avalanche.
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In May 1947, a 1.5 km wide landslide destroyed 114
buildings and countless fields in the villages below.
Fortunately, as the landslide was very slow-moving, the
villages were evacuated and no lives were lost.

Avalanche Chutes
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On 26 January, 1986, a 200 m wide avalanche swept through Maseguchi along the route of
the 1947 landslide. Traveling at 50 m/s, it devastated the area and took the lives of 13 people.
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