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In 2009, Itoigawa City was designated as Japan's first Global Geopark. Global Geoparks are a
UMNESCO program similar to World Heritage Sites and Biosphere Reserves. As of March 2022,
there are 9 UNESCO Global Geoparks in Japan

The word Geopark is combined of the parts “Geo” meaning our planet Earth and  “Park”
meaning an area meant to be shared and enjoyed by all people. UNESCO Global Geoparks are
areas where globally valuable geological heritage and landscapes, linked closely with the area's

natural and cultural heritage, are actively preserved and responsibly used and enjoyed for the
benefit of both residents and visitors, with an ultimate goal of realizing sustainable societies.
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Learn more about the Geopark
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Wokgowa Seopork Fossa Magna Museum
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Uncover the story of how the Japanese
g lslands and the Fossa Magna were formed and
earn about jade and other stones and minerals
at this modern science museum.
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Located on the first floor of Itoigawa Station, this visitor center is a
great place to start your visit to the Geopark!

(&%)

=N GRaJIIBR1F) TEL.025-555-7344 :

[Cantact] FEEICEO LWL EEN
== = |

Tourist Information (ltoigawa Station 1F) ﬁ’;‘fﬁ?ﬁfhés e

TE LO25-555-?3 44 museum trains

FB)aFROERIF =23,
SDGS (xx:F4—-v-x) ZHEELTLET !

SDGs (SHTEBMEEE) i R EOH—AELTROBER
L\, HRPOLTOALHE BICBST HDITOBEDTETT,
RRIIT A~ 2 FRDBORE B/ — 5 EBE, KDBLHR
ERRICOBIFBEHDSDG s DEBFHTT,

— AT ERDE LN ETE,

BUBLEREACHNTHT  oovmorumn a8V
slcsoc. mmicatcesze GOALS B 5

B =
MCEBDTT, % N
s

=3 Toya Caldera and Usu Volcano
BEDIFIN—2 BERAEHL
Japan’s Geoparks 5 ic [T
U= N :*
?ﬁﬂ\
TWES maw- s \ \ e 7
BLERI N\ & \"-\.\/ REaU
sezas<onl O ESID
i \ K A Itoigawa \ o

.

BBL \rjﬂ?a’,ﬂ:“‘“ .
E N
Unzen \"'Ck.ol"l{. Area >

| 30 Global Geopark
| on:)lu/n( 9
__ Japanese Geopark

RRNIAN=ON\ND7 oA

Access to ltoigawa Geopark
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Nilgah Itoigawa Station is the
7 closest shinkansen station

to the Sea of Japan!
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Information |[toigawa City Geopark Promotion Office

T941-8501
TEL.025-552-1511 FAX.025-552-7372 E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp

1-2-5 Ichinomiya, [toigawa,
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Itoigawa Geopark’s 24 Amazing Areas
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Fossa Magna Parl-

Learn About the Fossa Magna and Geological Strata
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The Japanese Islands are thought to have split in‘the middle as
they separated from the Asian Continent. creating a geological “rift”
which has been namied the "Fossa Magna® meaning "Great Rift” in
Latin.

The Iteigawa-5hizuoka Tectonic Line torms the western boundary
of the Fossa Magna. This massive fault is closely connected to
ltoigawa s dynamic landscapes and geological diversity.

At the entrance of tolgawa's Mechi Valley, the Fossa Magna Park
features an exposed section of this tectonic line,
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Layered Pattern of Stone
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In "addition to. swimming, ltoigawa's beaches are
popular amang rack lovers for the many beautiful stones
that can be found along the coast.
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This Beautiful striped pattern formed when sand and
mud settied in layers on the seabed, Whales and other
fossils have been found here.
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An Underwater Volcano on Land
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Sacred Island of Benzaiten
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Bathe above the clouds, surrounded in the majesty of the
Japanese Alps, at this secluded hot spring 1.550 m above sea
level.
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Mamed for the Goddess of the Sea.the area around
Benten-iwa Rock has long been a center of maritime
commerce. Nearby Mou Fishing Port is famous for
Benizuwai crab, Namban shrimp and other seatood.
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School Trips to Itoigawa!
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Itoigawa Geoparkis-a perfect destination for school trips, offering &
variety.of learning opportunities. Contact us formore information!
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This cliff in Umidani Garge is actually a cross-section
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water volcanc which formed 3 million years




