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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide

Key features of the Amakazariyama Geosite
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@A Summit to Yearn For
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AMAKAZARIYAMA
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In the book, “100 Famous Japanese Mountains,” mountaineer 2:230/;5?? :opﬂr f /,Hﬂ){/ k(2
and essayist Kyuya Fukada famously called Mt. Amakazari “A : Areas of 24 Geosites e Geopoint (Observation Point)
Summit to Yearn For.” This name attracts countless of climbers
and hikers each year. Amakazari’s long, gentle slopes meet in a | HLUJEC - 5 (REMERNS) )
pair of twin peaks, said to resemble cats ears, which have long helped Nearby Geosites (From Amakazari Hot Springs)

guide fishermen back to shore. The climbing trail from Amakazari
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A SUMMIT TO YEARN FOR

alpine plants and Fossa Magna Park (Exposed Fault Line & Pillow Lava) 30 min

the summit offers %ﬁlll—-ﬁfﬁﬁ:&ﬁ ﬁm'ﬁ(ﬁ*ﬁ) IZ 1

dazzling panoramic

views of the Kubiki OFRERE (Ha% - ) - 2093
Mountains, Bokkajaya Tea House (Restaurant and G\fts) 20 min
Northern Alps and @E_E;QP -I§M§*—L = ggb\
the Sea of Japan. alt Trail Museum min
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Amakazari Foothills Shiroike Pond Forest Park 20 min
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Access to Amakazariyama Geosite
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Mt. Amakazari at sunrise
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Amakazariyama Geosite Traveling by Car Traveling by Train
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To Amakazari Mountain Lodge+ 40 min
Amakazari Hot Spring
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Salt Trail Opening Hike
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April 29

Yamaguchl to Shlm\ke Pond
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Amakazari Hot Spring Open -
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Early May 1o Early November Amakazan Lodga

Opening of Mt. Amakazari e
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Amakazariyama Geosite

Early July <R
Mt. Amakazari
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Hiyoshi Shrine
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Geopark Promotion Office
1-2-5 Ichinomiya
Itoigawa, Niigata 941-8501

TEL.025-552-1511 FAX.025-552-7372
URL http://geo-itoigawa.com/ E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.ip
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Itoigawa Geaopark promotes the responsible conservation of |
natural resources in accordance with local laws and traditions,
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< Mt. Amakazari
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While not an exceptionally high mountain, the trail for Mt.
Amakazari is quite tough. It's a 4 hr climb to the peak from
Amakazari Hot Springs. From the peak, climbers are
rewarded with stunning views of the volcanic Mt. Yakeyama
and the Kubiki Mountains to the east, the Northern
Japanese Alps to the west, and Noto Peninsula across the
Bay of Toyama and the Sea of Japan to the north. The eight
Buddhist statues at the summit were carried there by a local
priest in the Edo Period.
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Amakazan Lodge and Amakazari Hot Spring
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Near the base of Mt. Amakazari at 900 m, this lodge and hot spring is a
popular basecamp for climbers and hot spring enthusiasts alike. First
opened in 1880, this rustic wooden lodge with its magma-heated springs
is a perfect escape from modern life.
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Mt. Amakazari from Shiroike Pond

Mt. Amakazari
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Amakazari Lodge
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Flowers of Mt. Amakazari
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Before the last scramble to the top, the trail opens up to this wide field of
kumazasa, a type of bamboo grass. Here the trail from Amakazari Lodge
meets with the trail from Otari Village. The beautiful alpine plants which
bloom here are a special reward for the climbers.
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Kumazasa bamboo grass in all directions means the peak is close at hand
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In what is considered his greatest work, famed mountaineer and essayist
Kylya Fukada selected what he considered to be the 100 best mountains for
climbers based on their height, beauty, history and uniqueness. Two of these
mountains are found in the Itoigawa Geopark, including Mt. Amakazari.
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Although relatively small, Mt. Amakazari is
famous for its many alpine flowers and other

plants. July is a particularly good time to enjoy
this beautiful, rich ecosystem.




