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Itoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide

Key Features of the Miyama Park and Museums Geosite
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Sitting on a terrace just 10 minutes from Itoigawa Station,
Miyama Park is a large public park featuring the Fossa Magna
and Chojagahara Archaeological Museums as well as

campgrounds, sports facilities, playgrounds and more. It's an & D) \ N
excellent place to start your visit to the ltoigawa UNESCO Global I . 3 ‘J7.|'/ \_9 @lﬁﬁﬁt Jg—
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Nearby Geosites (From Fossa Magna Museum)
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Miyama Park sits on a terrace carved by the
Himekawa River. It is a large, beautiful park = -
that is famous for its cherry blossoms and other p Thr
flowers. The poetic monument standing on the SR A A
western edge of the park commemorates the ~Gyofu Souma Poetic Monument
life and work of Gyofu Souma, a famous poet
and writer who lived in Itoigawa.

OI7AvHYIF=a—I 7L

Fossa Magna Museum
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Discover how the Japanese Islands formed at this award-winning museum
featuring exhibits of Itoigawa’s jade and other minerals and fossils. You can
also try your hand at fossil hunting at the Fossil Valley exhibit. Be sure to
check out the Geopark Information Center as well for information about the
ltoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark!
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Chojagahara Archaeological Museum & Chojagahara Archaeological Site
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The world’s oldest jade culture flourished at the nearby Chojagahara Archaeological
Site over 5000 years ago. Today, this site is preserved as an Archaeological Park with
reconstructions of the dwellings used by the Jomon people. Learn more about the lives
of the Jomon people and how they traded beads made of Itoigawa jade throughout
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Chojagahara Archaeological Museum
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Chojagahara Archaeological Site
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Miyama Park and Gyofu Monument
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This 18 m tall water tower features a lookout point with breathtaking views of the
nearby Himekawa River Valley, Kubiki Mountains and Northern Alps. On the north
side you can also see ltoigawa City, the Sea of Japan and, with a little luck and a
clear day, distant Noto Peninsula. It's an excellent place to see and understand the
topography of ltoigawa Geopark and the Fossa Magna'’s western boundary.
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Known as the “The Father of Japanese Geology,” Dr. Naumann
performed the first geological survey of Japan. It was during this survey he
discovered a massive geological depression he named the “Fossa
Magna.” Learn more about him and his achievements at the Fossa Magna
Museum.
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Jade's Rediscovery and Gyofu Souma
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Until the 1930s, it was though that Japan had no jade producing regions
and that the jade discovered in prehistoric sites throughout Japan was
imported from across the sea. So how was jade rediscovered in Iltoigawa?

It all began with Gyofu Souma, a local poet and scholar who researched
the history and culture of his hometown. During his research, he came to
believe that there might be jade in the upper reaches of the Himekawa
River. Hearing this, an acquaintance of Gyofu’s began a survey of the
Kotaki region. On only the second day of his survey, he discovered a beau-

tiful green stone in the Tsuchikurazawa River. This single stone changed the
fields of archaeology and geology forever.




