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Cliffs, Roads, and a Cultural Border
From the lookout at Oyashirazu Community Road, see spectacular
views of the Cliﬀs of Oyashirazu and the four generations of roads that
have been carved through this perilous landscape. Encounter Japan s
civil engineering heritage at the Old Oyashirazu Brick Tunnel, once part
of the Hokuriku Railroad. At Oyashirazu Pier Park, see a 102-ton jadeite
boulder at the Jade Furusato Center, enjoy fresh seafood from
Oyashirazu Port and hunt for jade and other stones along the coast.

断崖と街道と
東西文化

翡翠園、玉翠園・谷村美術館

2月上旬
Early February

Seaside

5月下旬
Late May

〈お問い合わせ〉Information
 ڦ糸魚川市ジオパーク推進室
9月中旬
Late September
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糸魚川ジオパークは、地域の伝統と法に基づき、
資源等の保護を推進しています。
Itoigawa Geopark promotes the responsible conservation of
natural resources in accordance with local laws and traditions.
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Former Site of Katsuyama Castle
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At the end of the Heian Period
(12th century AD), the wife of
general Taira-no-Yorimori ﬂed
through here along the Koshiji
Road after her husband s clan
was defeated. The stormy seas
swept her child out to sea and her
sorrowful poem gave these cliﬀs
their name:
"Without his parents knowing, on
waves of this shore, along the
Koshiji Road, a child vanishes in
the foam of the sea

Nearby Mt. Katsuyama once had a castle atop its 328 m peak. Built in the 16th century
during Japan s Warring States Period, it served to guard the vital Hokuriku Road below.
It s location made it visible from Itoigawa and Nou, so smoke signals could be used to
warn about trouble.

These letters carved on the cliﬀ read
tonogotoku, yanogotoshi
which
means Smooth as a whetstone and
straight as an arrow. They were
written to commemorate the completion of the ﬁrst modern road across
the cliﬀs in 1883.

Tsugami Shindō Trailhead
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The Tsugami Shindō is a unique mountain
trail which connects Mt. Asahi (2418 m) to
the Sea of Japan. From there it connects
with other trails to Mt. Korenge, Mt.
Shirouma and other peaks of nearly 3,000
m. The climb to Mt. Asahi takes 3 days, with
rest huts available along the way. The alpine
plants along the trail are best enjoyed in
early summer.
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Old Oyashirazu Brick Tunnel
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This tunnel was built by hand over 100 years ago in
1912 for the Japan National Railwayʼs Hokuriku Main
Line. The train line was moved further inland in the
1960s and the tunnel abandoned. It is now open to the
public as a Civil Engineering Heritage Site. It is
accessible from the Oyashirazu Community Road.

Once the National Highway, this road is now a scenic footpath. An
observation deck at the entrance features a model of the cliﬀs and a
statue of famed mountaineer Rev. Walter Weston. Enjoy the view of the
cliﬀs and the four generations of roads that can be seen here. To
commemorate the hard work of the people who carved this road, it
has been listed as one of Japan s 100 Roads and certiﬁed as a
National Civil Engineering Heritage Site.

ǦǧǹȈȳ「日本近代登山の父」
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Opened in July 1988 to commemorate the
completion of the Hokuriku Expressway, this road
station is uniquely located underneath the
expressway itself. The park features a museum,
beach, restaurants, gift shops, ﬁsh market, and
other amenities including a bronze sea turtle
statue and murals by acclaimed graphic artist
Kiyoshi Awazu.

