Key Feature of the Ichiburi Geosite
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Jurassic Bivalve Mollusk Fossils

@ Key Features of the Ichiburi Geosite

In ancient times, Ichiburi was one of the busy shukuba, or post towns,
where travelers along the Hokuriku Road would stop and rest before or
after crossing the perilous cliffs of Oyashirazu and Koshirazu. This
crossing, one of the most dangerous in Japan, was the only northern
route between Eastern and Western Japan, making Ichiburi one of the
most important stops. Many historic landmarks remain in this town,
despite its small size.

At the western edge of the town, the Sakai River (literally ‘Border
River') forms the border with neighboring Toyama Prefecture. The banks
of the river are mostly black mudstone, rich in plant and animal fossils.
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Nearby Geosites (From Road Station-Echigo Ichiburi no Seki)
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Access to Ichiburi Geosite
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Nearby Stations Ichiburi Station
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(BREIVLE D) Information

M itoigawa City
Geopark Promotion Office
1-2-5 Ichinomiya,
Itoigawa, Niigata 941-8501

B RBINTRIAN—IHER
T941-8501
FiREARA)ITm—DE1-25
TEL.025-552-1511 FAX.025-552-7372
URL http://geo-itoigawa.com/ E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp
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Itoigawa Geopark promotes the responsible conservation of
natural resources in accordance with local laws and traditions.
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Mountains made of volca- | S
nic rocks formed during the
Cretaceous period (about
100 million years ago) fall
here into the coast. These 3
beaches are gravelly and
covered with a variety of
rock specimens which flow £3
along rivers from the moun- ¥
tains. With luck (and a lot of g2
searching) you might even
find jadeite among them!
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Kaido Pine Tree
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The Kaido Pine Tree was a 20 m tall, 230-year-old pine tree which stood
at the eastern entrance of Ichiburi. It long served as a landmark for
travelers crossing the nearby cliffs of Oyashirazu.

Sadly, the Kaido Pine Tree was toppled by a typhoon in 2016. A tree
believed to be its direct descendant now stands in its place.
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Former Site of Kikyoya Inn
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In 1689, the world-renowned Matsuo Basho, considered one of Japan's
greatest haiku poets, stopped at this inn during his famous travels
chronicled in his masterpiece Oku no Hosomichi, “The Narrow Road to
the Interior.” Although the inn was lost to a fire in 1914, it is forever
memorialized in Basho's travelogue.
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Tamanoki Landslide
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In the early evening of 15 February 1985, the
mountain behind Ichiburi’s Tamanoki District
suddenly collapsed, claiming 10 lives and causing
extensive damage.

Today, a stone memorial stands beneath the new
retaining wall to preserve the memory of the victims
Lf this disaster. ;
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Road Station-Echigo Ichiburi no Seki
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Former Site of Kikyoya Inn/Remnants of the Old Hokuriku Road
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Eastern and Western Japan. As such, it stocks products
designed for both markets. Try sampling the different
products and learn about the differences in taste between
the two cultures.
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Ichiburi Customs Gate Site and
Hackberry Tree
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Along Japan’s old roads, a system of barriers were put in place in order
to control movement, collect taxes, and inspect cargo. One of these
barriers was constructed in Ichiburi in 1624. The barrier was demolished in
1869 as the system had been abolished, but a hackberry tree that had
been planted beside the barrier still stands in the middle of the former local
school ground.
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This road station is located along the border between

and the moon”

stay in Ichiburi.
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Hitotsuya ni/ yujo mo netari/ hagi to tsuki
“Under one roof / prostitutes also sleep: / clover

This is the haiku composed by Basho during his
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The famous Buddhist priest, Kobo, visited this village
during the early 9th century. When the local well dried
up, he is said to have walked to this place and struck
the ground with his staff. Since then, water has sprung
forth from here, never drying. st




